
Students take care of business
E A Rotary Club
of Tulsa camp
makes the free
enterprise system
fun.

BY DAVID HARPER
World Staff Writer

TAHLEQUAH — A group
of enterprising Tulsa-area
high school students gath-
ered fairly far from home
Saturday to learn, have fun
and make the world a better
place.

On a perfect spring week-
end, the average teenager
— and just about anybody
else — would probably rath-
er be goofing off.

However, 80 above-aver-
age local students assem-
bled in the heart of the hills
near Tahlequah to take care
of business at Camp Enter-
prise.

The Rotary Club of Tulsa
conducts the camp, which is
an intensive program de-
signed for high school stu-
dents to explore the funda-
menta l cha l lenges ,
opportunities and obliga-
tions of the free enterprise
system.

This year’s event began
Thursday and concludes
Sunday.

Mason Barber, a 17-year-
old junior at East Central
High School, said he was
enjoying his stay.

“It’s pretty cool,” he said.
Ryan Thomas, an 18-year-

old student at Evangelistic
Temple School, said that
lessons learned at Camp En-
terprise have shown him a

lot of the basic principles of
how the business world
works.

The program is designed
for high school juniors.
However, Thomas is one of
the seniors who returned to
the camp this year to act as
counselors.

Jessica Utley, 17, a senior
at Cascia Hall, said that the
juniors “take into consider-
ation what we say” because
of that prior experience.

Samantha Powell, 18, said
she attended the camp in
2007 as a junior after she
heard about the program
from a friend.

Powell, now a senior at
Charles Page High School
in Sand Springs, said she
had “no idea what I got my-
self into” initially but soon
found the camp to be fun
and educational.

“I learned a lot,” she said.
“I got a better picture of
what the free enterprise sys-
tem is.”

Utley said Saturday that
“last year when I came back
my mother was impressed
that, as a junior in high
school, I had learned so
much crammed into 3ô
days.”

Janelle Beard, chairman
of this year’s event held at
the Salvation Army Heart O’
The Hills campground and
conference center outside
Tahlequah, said most of this
year’s 80 participants come
from public or private
schools in Tulsa.

She said counselors at lo-
cal schools recruit “the
cream of the crop” to gauge
their interest in applying for
the camp.

Beard said that the stu-

dents who are chosen typi-
cally are involved in a lot of
activities at their schools,
excel in their studies and
are college-bound.

Still, she said, the partici-
pants aren’t necessarily
planning on getting MBA
degrees or being entrepre-
neurs.

For example, East Cen-
tral’s Barber is planning on
being a scientist. He said
one of the main things he
has learned is that just
about any profession con-
nects to commerce.

“If you have to deal with
money, you have to deal
with business,” he said.

Beard said one of the
main things the participants
do is compete against each
other in a team business
simulation game called “Ti-
tan.”

Harvie Roe, who coordi-
nates the “Titan” competi-
tion, said the realistic game
teaches the participants or-
ganizational and marketing
skills used in the business
world.

Beard said that a recent
addition to the camp has
been to feature a real-world
component that ties in to the
Rotarian goal of “service
above self.”

This year, the Camp En-
terprise students are getting
involved in a Rotary Club
project designed to help
build water wells in Nicara-
gua.

David Harper 581-8359
david.harper@tulsaworld.com

OSU-Tulsa
hosts image
workshop

The public is invited to a
free workshop on “Building
and Maintaining a Positive Im-
age” on Thursday night at
Oklahoma State University-
Tulsa.

Chaz Kyser, author of “Em-
bracing the Real World: The
Black Woman’s Guide to Life
After College,” will talk about
traits needed to succeed pro-
fessionally and traits that pre-
vent employees from advanc-
ing in their careers, a news
release states.

The workshop will begin at
6 p.m. at OSU-Tulsa, 700 N.
Greenwood Ave., in North
Hall 150.

Kyser is a freelance writer
and editor and a journalism in-
structor at Langston Universi-
ty, according to the news re-
lease.

For more information, call
Mary Hujsak at 594-8453.

Literacy group to
train new tutors

WAGONER — The Wagon-
er Literacy Group will host
Open Minds training from
noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday at
the Carnegie Library, 102 S.
State St. in Wagoner.

The goal of the Open Minds
program is to train new tutors
for teaching writing and read-
ing skills to adults.

Subjects will include learn-
ing styles, teaching strategies
and using computers.

Drinks, snacks and all mate-
rials will be provided.

RSVP is requested. Call
485-2741 or e-mail wlit-
group@yahoo.com.

SLIDE:
Authorities have yet to
figure out what caused
the movement or
whether any more is
likely.

FROM A-19

lines runs through the area.
Vilner points to an exposed

manhole that connects to a
sanitary sewer service line
buried 14 feet down. On one
side of the manhole, the soil is
flush with the cover. On the
other side, the soil is four feet
lower.

Outside of the obvious con-
cern presented by ground
movement, Vilner said, there
are health and safety con-
cerns.

The slide has separated a

gas line, which has burst
twice. Oklahoma Natural Gas
Co. added pipe above ground
to bridge the severed line.

A large electrical transform-
er also sits on the ground.
Having shifted several times,
it leaks fluid, Vilner said.

An American Electric Pow-
er-Public Service Company of
Oklahoma official said the flu-
id was tested as recently as
Friday and determined not to
be harmful. The company is
monitoring the situation.

Vilner notified the Mayor’s
Action Center. Frustrated by
its lack of response, he spoke
to City Councilor John Eagle-
ton. A council committee dis-
cussed the issue last week.

Vilner said he told the city a
year ago about small cracks in
the soil on the hill but was ig-
nored.

Eagleton, who lives in the
neighborhood below the hill,
said there is insufficient infor-
mation to determine what

caused the slide.
“I don’t know what we as a

city can do, but we’re going to
find out,” he said. “This is un-
precedented in anything I’ve
ever seen in Tulsa.”

A city engineer said Friday
that there is no doubt that
something has caused the soil
to be disturbed over an area of
80 to 90 feet after more than
30 years. The hill is between
30 and 35 feet high.

Paul Zachary, the Public
Works Department’s deputy
director of engineering, said
this is the only active landslide
that he is aware of in the city.

“There is definitely a slip
plain, and something has
greased it so that all of the soil
resistance was able to shear
off in the manner that it has,”
he said.

For now, he said, it “appears
that the slide has terminated.”

Zachary said early assess-
ments, including comments
from a geotechnology firm,

led officials to believe that the
slip line doesn’t stretch below
the houses downhill or as
high as under the Vilners’
home. The question is: How
far under the Vilners’ pool ar-
ea does it stretch?

“It is not like the whole hill-
side is on the slip plain. I think
what the residents are envi-
sioning are slides of Califor-
nia, and I don’t think that is
the case here,” he said.

Vilner suspects that the
sewer line may have leaked in-
to the soil over time, causing
the slide.

City officials, however, say
the slip line is above the sewer
line and that no movement
has been detected on that line.
That would likely occur if the
line was involved, they say.

“There is a whole lot of ac-
tivity going on out there be-
cause of the easement, and we
are getting with all the utilities
and finding out what they
have been doing,” Zachary

said.
The Vilners had their pool

redone two years ago, and that
might have contributed to the
situation, he said.

“Right now, we just don’t
know. We are trying to find
those answers,“ he said.

Whether this landslide is an
act of nature or the result of a
combination of activities by
the homeowner and public
utilities is unknown, but offi-
cials are seeking answers.

Meanwhile, the Vilners and
their neighbors say they’re on
edge, not knowing whether
more movement is to come.

P.J. Lassek 581-8382
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JUDGE:
Thompson will
pursue reinstatement
of his judicial pension,
an attorney says.

FROM A-19

$93,474.12 pension — or
$7,789.51 monthly.

Thompson is still entitled to
nearly $300 in monthly retire-
ment benefits for having
served in the Legislature be-
tween 1974 and 1980.

However, Thompson’s law-
yers appealed the revocation of
his judicial pension, claiming it
wouldn’t be fair to deprive him
of the money until the appeal
of his conviction is decided.

Last September, the Oklaho-
ma Court of Criminal Appeals
rejected Thompson’s appeal
and let his convictions stand.

Joe Fox, the general counsel
for the state retirement sys-
tem, said it’s up to Thompson’s
attorneys to pursue the move
to have his pension reinstated.

The last hearing on the mat-
ter was in March 2007, at
which time the state-retire-
ment appeal was continued in-
definitely.

Thompson’s attorneys had
wanted to delay the hearing
until their client could attend
the meeting himself.

One of his lawyers, Rob
Nigh of Tulsa, said they would
definitely pursue the reinstate-
ment of the ex-judge’s judicial
pension.

Meanwhile, news of Thomp-
son’s impending release was
met with conciliatory tones

from the special prosecutor in
the case and trial judge
McCall.

Lead prosecutor Richard
Smothermon said Thompson
has paid his debt to society
“and it’s time to let him out of
the box.

“It’s time for Creek County,
the state and everyone else to

put this behind them,” Smoth-
ermon said.

McCall offered much the
same sentiment.

“All I would say is that I’m
hoping everyone can put this
behind them and move on,”
the judge said.

“It was a difficult circum-
stance for the judge and his

family, for the victims and fam-
ilies, and the court system in
Creek County in general,”
McCall said.

“Justice has run its course,
and I’m hoping we can put this
all behind us.”

Manny Gamallo 581-8386
manny.gamallo@tulsaworld.com

A 22 J J Sunday, April 20, 2008

MIKE SIMONS / Tulsa World

Morgan Bozone, a 17-year-old Webster High School junior,
listens as Tulsa businessman Paul Brothers speaks Saturday
to participants in the Rotary Club of Tulsa’s Camp Enterprise.
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Quality Outdoor Furniture
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The NFL Draft is just days away. What is the outlook for former TU 
quarterback Paul Smith? SPORTS

• Find out about area students’ honors. SATELLITE
• Find out the latest in a plan to fix a Tulsa boot camp. NEWS
• The Motley Fool offers tips on dealing with a volatile market.
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ENERGY SAVING “WINDOWS”

Free In-Home Estimates
(918) 622-4847

$ REPLACE THOSE OLD WINDOWS NOW $

PUBLIC SUPPLY COMPANY
10934 E. 55th Place • Tulsa

Now Direct to the Public at Wholesale Prices

Custom Built Windows
Save Energy And Lower

Your Utility Bills!

VINYL SIDING

As Low As
$198

sq. ft.
Installed

Save Energy=
Saving $$$

Since
1946

Research Participants Needed
to help us identify mechanisms that could contribute to the development 
and/or maintenance of chronic pain. 
The University of Tulsa Human Psychophysiology Research  Laboratory 
has several experiments underway that examine individual differences in 
physiological responses to pain.
These studies are non-invasive and do not involve medication. Compen-
sation will be provided to eligible participants that  complete the experi-
ments. All participants must be over 18 years of age.
The following participants are needed:
1) Healthy individuals. A study of healthy individuals is underway that 
takes about 5 1/2 hours and provides a $100 compensation. We are 
particularly in need of men ages 25 to 55 and minorities.
2) Persons with fibromyalgia, migraine headache or chronic tension-
type headache. Several studies of these disorders are underway. Each 
lasts about 2 1/2 hours and provides a $20 gift card as compensation.
To schedule an appointment and/or to receive additional information call:

The University of Tulsa
Human Psychophysiology

Research Laboratory
at 918-631-3565 or 918-631-2175


